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Onsei Gakkai Kaiho or The Bulletin has a long history of publication from the No. 1 issue in 1926
to the No. 213 issuc in 1996. During this period, up to 23 volumes of Onsei no Kenkyu or The
Study of Sounds were also published. We have decided to combine these two publications into
new journal Onsei Kenkyu or Journal of the Phonetic Society of Japan. We have also reached an
agreement that we will preserve the combined serial numbers of The Bulletin and the combined
serial volumes of The Study of Sounds, to celebrate the long tradition of the society. We will also

Shinmura,

preserve the impressive calligraphy of the title Onsei Kenkyu drawn by the late Dr. lzur
as a symbol and memorial of our society. Our long history and aur fine productions are of a great

pride to all of us.
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The Acquisition of Japanese Vowel Length Contrast by Indonesian Native Speakers:
Evidence from Perception and Production

Franky R. Najoan*, Noriko Yokovama**, Kazuhiro IsoMura®*,
Yo Usamr*** and Yoshiko Kusota®*

SUMMARY: This rescarch investigated the acquisiton of long and short vouel and pitch accents hrough

tion, sentence reading, and the Japanese language by 20 Indonesian speak-
ers. They made few errors in listening to short vowels, however, many errors in long ones, and final position-
ing was very difficult, Indonesians use pitch change as a source of information in long vowel recognition.
While reading they made few errors in pronouncing long and short vowels as they read it consciously. In
natural discourse, they commitied errors in all middle, initial, final positions. I both reading and natural
discourse, they pronounced long vowels without any pitch change
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